
Dear St. Joan of Arc School Community, 

As I awakened this morning, I read the news that Governor Baker has now extended the school closure 

order through May 4, 2020.  How unprepared our communities were for this COVID 19 virus and its 

effects.  The challenges that confront school communities to provide educational materials and lessons for 

students are daunting.  The extra responsibilities that parents now have of teaching their children at home 

are immense.  SJA School and its dedicated staff and faculty have been and will continue to provide as 

much leadership and support during this COVID 19 crisis.  It is most important that all SJA families stay 

safe and healthy throughout this health crisis.  Implement all precautionary practices recommended by the 

CDC of frequent hand-washing and social distancing.   

With the extended school closure date of May 4, 2020, it is necessary to re-schedule the celebration of 

First Holy Communion for our children in Second Grade.  As soon as school resumes both SJA and 

Religious Formation students, the teachers will “ramp-up” to prepare the children for this happy occasion.  

As soon as a date can be set, parents will be notified.   

While there is a sense of focus on this school year, it is necessary to plan for the 2020-2021 school year as 

well.  The school is considering the following to assist parents in their financial obligations to the school: 

1. To adopt the “fiscal year” model for tuition: July 1, 2020 – May 31,2021- giving June a tuition free 

month. 2. For those families accustomed to paying tuition in advance: extend the payment in full to May 

31
st
.  It was previously due by the end April.  Hopefully these policy changes will assist families in 

getting through this year as well as planning for next year.   

And finally, I invite you to check out the parish website: www.sterose.org  for my column in the on-line 

bulletin for more information.   

If the school or parish communities can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to call upon us.  We 

are all in this together; and together we will get through this.   May God bless you and your families.   

Peace, 

Fr. Bill  

 

 


